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J)i(th^Hes  between  a  Minister  and  a 

Varishionert  on  the  preaching  ivhich 
‘  ts  prupm'  in  time  of  a  revivat, 

DIAI.OGUK  V.  j 

(  Concluded  from  p.  187.^  j 

1 1 .  The  minister  of  tlie  "ospel  is  a 
iteward  of  fhe  inysterics  of  God.  He  is 
set  over  the  howsehold  of  faith,  to  give 
to  every  one  his  jioi  tlo»i  in  due  sea^n. — 
The  piocious  iruths  of  the  gospel  are  the 
heavenly  maiiiia  with  which  their  souls 
are  fed.  8hall  he  keep  back  IheJ^e  truths, 
and  starve  their  souls,  because  the  car¬ 
nal  and  the  uii2:o»lly  loathe  this  lieave'dy 
tiMul  ?  Shall  lie  refuse  to  feed  the  childreii 
with  the  sincere  milk  of  the  word,  be¬ 
cause  the  swine  in  li)e  yard  would,  ratli- 
er  be  fed  with  liusks  ? 

12.  These  doctrines  ought  to  be  prea¬ 
ched,  bscaiinc  they  have  a  powerful  ten¬ 
dency  to  produce  so;i*c  cnect  upon  the 
licarers.  A  minister  may  preach  upon 
other  subjects,  and  jneach  his  ln*areis  to 
sleep  ;  but  if  he  pleaches  upon  these.  Ids 
hearers  will  all  be  awake.  Whcii  nreach- 
ihg  up(»n  other  subjects,  hemay  lln^»  it  dif- 
licult  to  engage  their  attention  ;  bwt  whwi 
preaching  upon  tliesc,  every  ear  is  open, 
every  eye  is  fixed.  AVhen  he  has  preach- 
«l  upon  %tlier  sidyects,  it  is  extremely 
ditficult  for  many  of  liis  Iiearcr.*.  to  give 
any  accouiit  of  what  lias  been  preached ; 
but  when  lie  has  preached  upon  these, 
every  one  can  tell  something  about  ii. — 
And  very  much  in  proportion  to  the  at- 
leniiou  which  is  paid  to  a  discourse  will 
be  its  etiect  upon  the  iicarers.  If  it  is 
not  attended  to,  it  is  in  vain  to  expect  it 
will  ilo  any  good.  The  etfect,  indeed, 
which,  the  preaching  of  these  doctrines 
prmluces,  is  difterent  in  ditlerent  per¬ 
sons,  according  to  their  different  charac¬ 
ters.  'rhese  doctrines,  mure  tluiii  any 
other,  are  calculated  to  try  the  liearis  of 
(iiose  iliat  hear.  The  preaching  of  these 
doctrines,  fully  and  clearly,  verities  the 
dccharatioii  of  the  inspireil  apostle,  “  The 
word  of  God  is  quick,  and  poweiTul,  and 
sharper  tha^i  any  two  edged  sword,  ]>ier- 
cing  even  to  the  dividing  asunder  of  the 
s*iul  and  spirit,  u^id  of  the  joiiits  and  mar¬ 


row,  and  is  a  discerner  of  tile  thoughts 
and  intents  of  tlie  heart.” 

1 5.  These  doctl’ines  ought  to  be  preach  - 
ed,  because  without  them  other  doctrines 
cannot  be  understood,  llie  gospel 
one  beautiful  and  harmonious  w'hole. — 
Every  part  has  some  relation  to  the  rest* 
And  it  is  only  by  viewing  each  part  in 
connection  with  the  rest,  that  its  beauty 
and  excellence  can  be  seen.  Take  this 
beautiful  and  harmonious  Vvhule  in  pie¬ 
ces,  and  view  only  some  of  its  parts,  and 
it  will  W  like  taking  down  a  beautiful 
piece  of  machinery,  atul* looking  at  ita 
disjointed  and  scattered  fragments,  which 
appear  destitute  of  order,  beauty,  hr  pro¬ 
portion. 

Id.  'Fhese  doctdnesougjd  lobe  preach¬ 
ed,  because  negiecting  to  preach  them  is 
practically  decliiring  them  to  be  unprofi-  i 
table  ;  and  declaring  them  to  be  unprofi- 
talde  is  charging  God  w  ith  folly  for  leach¬ 
ing  i^ieni  iu  Vis  word.  God  has  taught 
them  in  his  word,  and  taught  them  abun¬ 
dantly.  He  has  taught  them  in  tlie  Old 
Testament  and  in  the  New.  He  has 
taught  them  in  the  historical  bhokfi,  in  the 
devotional  books,  and  in  the  doctrinal 
and  preceptive.  They  Vvere  taught  b> 
Moses  and  the  prophets,  and  by  Christ 
and  his  apostles.  The  passages  w'hicL 
teach  them  are  lar  more  numerous  than 
the  passageii  w  hich  teach  any  other  doi 
trine.  I^ow,  for  us  to  say  that  these  do.  - 
trinos  are  unprofitable  ainl  dangerous,  is 
to  say  tliat  a  great  part  of  the  bibie 
useless  and  worse  than  useless.  It  is 
say,  that  Infinite  VvLsdom,  in  giving  A  re\  - 
elation  to  mail,  has  imide  a  mistake,  *aud 
has  not  adapted  it  to  the  use  for  which 
it  was  intemfeil.  You  ought  to  act  con¬ 
sistently,  then  ;  and  instead  of  thankiii;,, 
God  for  his  whole  w  ord,  vou  oiight  to  teii 
him  that  you  thank  him  tor  the  r<jst,  bat 
for  this  part  you  do  not  thank  him,  vou 
wish  he  had  kept  it  to  himself.  The 
Christian  worlds  at  this  day,  arc  ma¬ 
king  exertions  to  put  the  bibli!!  into  the 
hands  of  every  one.  They  think  it  Is  a- 
dapletl  to  the  necessities  bf  all.  Yoj 
ought  to  rise  up  and  stop  their  progress. 

You  ought  to  tell  them  that  a  vast  pro  - 
portion  of  it  is  unprofitable  and  - 
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i>us  ;  and  iiwtead  of  fonrsing  societies  to  it,  and  reasons  why  they  should  lejeor 
circulate  it  more  widely,  they  ought  to  it.  And  if  they  hear  no  reasons  urged 
enter  into  combinations,  to  take  it  out  in  its  favor,  they  will  be  ready  to  con- 
of  the  hands  of  the  ignorant,  and  lock  it  elude  there  are  none,  or  at  least,  none  ot 
up  again  in  an  unknown  tongue.  Or,  if  ahy  imjiortancc.  But  the  rejection  of 
you  cannot  take  it  out  of  the  hands  even  these  doctrines  leads  to  thr  riyection  ol 
of  your  children,  you  ought  to  do,  as  other  doctrines  connected  with  them. — 
%ome  have  done,  who  thought  as  you  do.  It  leads  to  the  belief  of  that  scheme  of 
cut  out  the  objectionable  parts  and  com-  doctrines  winch  is  directly  opposed  to 
mit  them  to  the  flames.  these,  a  scheme  of  doctrines  whloli  the 

15  These  doctrines  ought  to  be  faith-  natund  heart  loves.  Truth  and  enx>r 
fully  and  plainly  preached  by  every  mi-  are  inconsistent  with  each  other.  And 
nister,  because  tne  neglect  of  some  minis-  when  a  man  has  enibraccMl  a  fundamen- 
ters  to  preach  them  leads  their  hearers  tal  error,  it  leafls  him  to  reject  one  trutli 
to  dislike  and  oppose  those  ministers  after  anotlier,  as  he  sees  that  they  arc  in- 
who  do  preach  them.  The  minister  consistent  with  his  favourite  error,  till 
who  neglects  to  preach  these  <loctrines,  the  w'hole  is  given  up.  When  men  de¬ 
throws  the  whole  weight  of  his  influeiTce  part  fn»m  the  ground  of  thorough  and 

’  consistent  t*alvinism,  there  is  no  know¬ 
ing  where  they  will  stop,  'riiere  is  no 
.place  where  tbey  can  consistently  stop. 
As  they  proceed  in  the  downward  road, 
their  progress  will  become  more  and 
iHoi’C  rapid.  Thev  first  embrace  the 
T/ho  dare  to  be  honest  and  faithful.  lie  scheme  wnich  is  called  Moderate  Calvin- 
may  not  preach  against  them,  he  may  ism,  which  is  a  mixture  of  Calvinisiu 
even  say,  in  private,  that  he  believes  and  Arminianis^n.  They  then  becoiiMi 
them  to  he  true  ;  but  if  he  does  not  open-  full  Anninians,  then  Arians,  Socinians, 
ly  and  faithfully  vindicate  them,  his  ex-  Deists,  and  Atheists.  Some  are  arrest- 
ample  will  be  pleaded  as  an  argument  of  ed  by  deatl*,  before  they  get  through  the 
great  force  against  those  of  his  brethren  whole  of  this  course  ;  and  some  do  no! 
who  are  faithiul.  And  thus,  he  will  ex-  think  enough  to  pursue  anv  scheme  into 
ert  his  influence  to  weaken  the  hands,  its  consequences.  But  this  is  the  nat!i- 
to  counteract  the  etforls,  and  destroy  the  ral  course  of  things;  and  many  have 
character  ot  his  more  conscientious  gone  througii  a  great  part  of  it,  i’l  a  very 
brethren.  short  time.  'I'hose  neighbours  of  your.i. 

16.  Every  minister  ought  to  preach  whom  you  suppose  to  have  been  driven 
■these  doctrines,  because  he  that  neglects  into  these  errors  by  my  preaching  these 
to  do  so,  leads  his  hearers  to  dislielieve  doctrines,  I  suppose  to  have  begun  this 
.and  reject  them,  and  embrace  soul-ruin-  dow  nward  course  before  they  heard  me 
ing  errors.  When  a  minister  neglects  preach.  They  were  already  Anninians, 
to  preach  these  doctrines,  a  great  part  of  both  in  opinion  and  feeling.  They  dis¬ 
h’s  hearers  will  naturally  conclude  that  he  believed  and  hated  these  doctrines. — 
•lows  not  believe  them  to  be  true.  And  they  And  this  I  ascribe,  in  part,  to  their  not 
will  have  a  right  to  draw  this  conclusion,  having  been  thoroughly  instructed  in 
it  they  hear  him  from  time  to  time,  in  them  in  early  life.  Had  thev  been 
his  prayers,  and  in  his  preaching,  ac  fullv  instructed  in  them,  and  seen  the 
knowledge  it  to  be  the  duty  of  a  niinister  evidcnco  on  which  they  rest,  they  could 
to  declare  the  whole  truth.  They  w  ill  not  have  disbelieved  them,  howmucli  so- 
think  he  does  declare  all  he  believes. —  ever  thev  may  have  disliked  theiu  in 
And,  of  course,  they  will  conclude  that  their  hearts. 

he  does  not  believe  these  doctrines. —  17.  Every  minister  ought  to  preach 

Hence,  as  far  as  his  influence  goes,  if  is  these  doctnnes,  because  there  is  no  other 
to  strengthen  the  natural  inclination  of  way  for  him  to  clear  his  garments  from 
theii:  hearts  to  reject  and  oppose  them,  the  blood  of  souls.  Paul  said  to  the  el - 
Men  naturally  hate  the  truth,  and  are  ders  of  the  church  of  Ephesus,  “Whei’e- 
Very  expert  at  iiDdIngobjectiuik>  against  fore  I  Uke  you  to  record  tliis  day,  that  I. 


into  me  scale  m  me  opposition.  Aim  it 
he  obtains  the  character  of  a  great  and 
♦Cftod  man,  it  is  so  much  the  worse.  The 
more  he  is  esteemed  for  his  learning, 
and  talents,  and  piety,  the  more  ]»owor- 
fnllywill  hisexamnle  plead  airainst  those 
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um  pure  I'roM  the  blood  of  all  men,  for  I 
have  not  shunned  to  declare  unto  you  all 
the  counsel  of  God.  ”  These  doctrines 
form  a  part  of  the  counsel  of  God.  And 
that  this  apostle  taui!;ht  them  abundant¬ 
ly,  is  evident  from  Ins  epUtles,  in  which 
tnese  doctrines  hold  a  very  prominent 
place.  'I'hat  minister  who  w  ishes  to  be 
able  to  make  the  same  appeal  to  his  peo¬ 
ple,  at  the  close  of  his  ministry,  must  do 
as  Paul  did,  and  not  shim  to  declare  all 
tile  counsel  of  God.  41 

18.  Every  minister  ouyjht  to  preach 
these-  doctrines,  because  if  he  does  not, 
he  e\poses  himself  tib  the  curse  denoun¬ 
ced  by  the  apostle,  against  those  who 
preach  another  gospel.  These  doctrines 
certainly  hold  a  very- prominent  place 
ill  that  scheme  of  truth  to  which  they  be- 
Imig.  If  they  are  left  out, , the  scheme 
Uecomes  essentially  different  from  what 
It  is  when  they  arc  put  in.  The  minister 
that  preaches  the^sc  doctrines,  gives  to 
his  hearers  very  different  views  of  the 
jajospel,  from  those  which  are  exhibited 
by  the  minister  who  does  not  preach 
them.  He  that  docs  not  preach  them,  I 
preaches  another  gospel.  And  the  a-  | 
postle  says.  Gal.  i.  8,  9.  But  though  we, 
or  an  angel  from  heaven,  preach  any  o- 
ther  gospel  unto  you  than  that  which 
have  preached  unto  you,  let  him  be  ac¬ 
cursed.”  And  he  repeats  the  awful  de¬ 
nunciation,  “As  we  said  before,  so  say  I 
now  again,  if  any  man  preach  any  other 
gospel  unto  you  than  that  ye  have  recei¬ 
ved,  let  him  be  accursed.’:  Let  every 
unfaithful  minister  hear  it,  and  tremble. 

JUjcfraci  from  a  Review  of  a  discourse 
delivered  before  the  General  Jlssemhly 
of  the  Fresbyteridu  Churchy  wi  the  o- 
peninff  of  their  Session  in  1820;  by 
John  H,  Rice,  D.  D.  of  Richmond  rir- 
ginia. 

“  Parties  have  been  raised  in  the 
a'hurch  in  various  ways.  The  love  of 
influence  and  distinction  has  often  pro¬ 
duced  this  unhappy  effect.  Ecclesiasti¬ 
cal  history  furnishes  many  examples  of 
the  following  kind.  A  man  possessing 
many  gooil  qualities  and  much  zeal,  j 
wishes  to  be  greatly  useful  ;  and  at  the 
same  time  secretly,  perliaps,  and  una¬ 
wares  to  himself,  he  is  not  unwilling  to 
enjoy  the  credit  of  some  new  and  notable 
<^scovery  iu  religion,  lie  sets  to  'vofk. 


and  soon  constructs  a  sclicme  :  enamour¬ 
ed  of  his  own  production,  and  identify¬ 
ing  it  with  the  inter^ts  of  truth  and  the 
welfare  of  the  churen,  he  is  zealous  to 
make  proselytes.'  It  is  not  at  all  difli- 
cult  dius  to  succeed,  and  gain  some  lit¬ 
tle  distinction.  Another  aims  at  the^ 
same  thing  by  professing  unusual  zeal  foi 
the  good  old  way.  A  third  sets  afloat  a 
reconciling  plan  ;  or  constructs  a  scheme 
difterent  both  from  the  old  and  the  new. 
And  thus  a  number  of  small  parties  have 
risen  up  in  the  church,  to  perplex  plain 
people,  who  simply  wish  to  know  whal 
they  must  do  to  be  saved  ;  to  disturb  the 
harmony  of  the  ecclesiastical  councils ; 
and  prevent  uiuty  of  purpose  and  co-op¬ 
eration  in  the  great  designs  for  w'hich 
such  assemblies  are  held.  Men  bound 
to  follow  the  things  that  make  for  peace, 
should  be  on  their  guard  against  these 
dis(|uieting  vanities,  and  set  themselves 
steadfastly  against  a  spirit  of  party. — 
For  the  most  part  these  are  things  that 
acquire  importance  from  direct  opposi¬ 
tion.  This  gratifies  the  love  of  distinc¬ 
tion,  and  urges  to  greater  activity  and 
j  zeal.  Let  the  man  alone,  and  he  and 
his  schemes  soon  die,  und  are  forgotten. 
When  one  sees  that  he  attracts  no  notice, 
he  will  soon  become  tired  of  eftbi  ts  made 
expressly  for  the  purpose  of  attracting 
notice,  and  give  ovei*  his  unprofitable  la¬ 
bour. 

While  adverting  to  what  are  called 
new  discoveries  in  religion,  it  may  be  as 
w  ell  to  repeat  an  old  remark,  that  none 
are  to  be  expected.  In  the  progress  of 
human  science,  and  of  vital  religion,  (if, 
indeed,  there  is,  in  this  last,  any  prog¬ 
ress,)  all  that  can  reasonably  be  expect¬ 
ed  is,  a  better  understanding  of  that  sys- 
I  tern  of  doctrine,  which  has  been  received 
:  from  the  beginning.  Or,  perhaps,  the  i- 
dea  will  be  better  expressed  by  saying, 
that  the  progress  of  the  human  mind  will 
in  its  utmost  achievements  on  this  sub¬ 
ject,  disembarrass  some  parts  of  the  sys¬ 
tem  of  divine  truth,  which  have  hitherto 
been  encompassed  with  diificulties.  A 
consideration  of  this  truth,  and  a  recol¬ 
lection  of  the  unnumbered  schemes  that 
have  been  brought  forward  and  main¬ 
tained  w  ith  all  the  warmth  of  partisan 
zeal,  and  then  sunk,  so  that  barely  •  a 
name  has  been  left,  may  well  abate  any 
rage  for  systematizing  that  may  now  pre* 
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rxlin^^’jish  any  hipli  hopes  that  any  rius,  Sociniis,  ainl  Priestly,  rule  with  i.s 
may  ronrc'ive  in  the  present  Hay  of  pre-  rigid  a  Heejv>fisiii,  their  tame  spirited  fol* 
nxinir  Hjeir  nameSWo  an  ism,  which  will  lowers,  as  f’alvin,  or  Kdwards,  are  sup- 
last  beyond  their  own  tinie.’'pp.  8,  1).  posed  to  <lo  their  timid  Unthink  iu^  disci 
jn  readiujg  these  paragraphs,  we  have  pies, 
hot  been  able  to  resist  the  impression  On  the  other  hand,  we  can  by  nc 
that,  in  sketching  the  portrait,  the  wriler’s  means  maintain  such  a  reverence  for  an- 
eye  was  lixed  more  immediately  upon  the  tiquity,  or  rep«)se  ?h:  h  implicit  conlideiu  e. 
modern,  than  the  ancient  pajje  of  ecclesi-  in  any  men,  or  set  of  men,  or  give  our- 
astical  history,  It  contains  some  stri-  selves  up  to  simh  partialities  in  behalf  ol 
king  outlines  of  truth  touched  a  little  our  church,  or  favourite  authors,  as  to  pre- 
with  irony,  and  a  little  distorted  by  cari-  elude  the  original  Mivestigation  of  every 
cature.  pennt  we  receive,  unawed  by  any  weight 

Upon  the  subject:  of  original  investiga-  of  character,  or  numbers,  or  by  any  sanc¬ 
tion,  die  subject  involved  in  the  precc-  tity  of  creeds.  We  are  the  a vov.ud  ad¬ 
ding  remarks,  ive  seem  to  ourselves  to  voc.ates  of  investifrftii^in,  from 

stand  between  the  two  extremes  of  set-  one  generation  to  another.  We  do  not, 
ting  at  naught,  or  of  idolizing  antiquity  :  to  our  knowledge,  rec4*ivc  an  article  oi 
of  flespising,  or  of  giving  implicit  conii-  faiib,  which  we  ha\e  not,  for  ourselves, 
Hence  to  hum, an  authority.  It  certainly  examined,  and  received,  because,  to  us, 
docs  not  appear  to  lie  a  presuinptive  ar-  the  evidence  of  its  trutli  w  as  salisfa<  tory. 
miment  against  a  system  of  uoctrines,  V,' c  know'  of  uo  doctrines,  so  true  in  out 
tliatithas  been  received  by  a  great  nia-  estimation,  and  so  sanctioned  by  flie 
jority  of  the  most  lejirneil,  w  ise,  and  pious 
inen  that  have  lived  ;  nqr  can  wc  perceive 
that  in  order  to  courage  and  independent 
thought,  it  should  be  necessary  to  dig  up 
the  mundations,  and  put  out  the  lights  of 
other  .ages,  and  otow  the  trumpet  of  scorn 
over  the  dark  ilesolation.  We  do  not  have  been  proscribed.  The  field  of  the - 
believe  that  from  Paul  to  Augustine,  from  ological  research  is  immeasurable,  att<l  it 
Augustine  to  Calvin,  and  from  Calvin  to  falls  not  to  tlie  lot  of  an  intellect,  so  Him- 
Kd  wards,  men  of  the  greoteit  intfcll cct,  of  ited  as  that  of  man,  in  surveying  a  «ub- 
tlie  most  ample  knowledge,  and  ardent  ject  so  vast  as  that  of  theology,  to  under- 
piety,  have  embraced  a  system  of  absur-  stand  the.  wlmle  witii  .ibs4»lute  prei.ision, 
dities  which  a  cliild  might  detect,  and  and  to  give  to  every  part  its  exact  place 
cherished  Idasphemies,  shocking  to  the  .and- proporlion  in  the  system.  It  is  in- 
vnholy  and  tlie  imofanc.  We  diould  as  dispensable  to  improvement-,  that  origir.al 
.soon  think  that  w  e  could  not  become  phi-  iiivestigaton  should  go  on ;  for  i^  is  scarce- 
losophcrs,  until,  with  ruthless  hand,  w'e  I y  possvlile  that  two  minds  should  exjdorc 
had  swept  aw.ay  the  fo^t  piinciples,  in  tne  same  subject,  from  dilferent  stations, 
science,  as  tp  believe  that  we  cannot  be-  and  thnmgh  a  different  medium  of  moral 
come  original  investigators  of  the  bilde,  inlluence,  without  nK-eiving  each,  pome 
uiKil  we  have  poured  contempt  on  the  rays  of  light,  which  fell  not  upon  the  ej'c 
faith  .and  labours  ot  the  great  and  gno<l  of  i  nf  the  otlmr,  and  detecting  e.aeli  some  ful- 
olher  .ages.  l^^cy-  not  detected  by  the.  oth**!'.  It  is  cs-. 

Nor  do  we  perceive,  among  those,  who  pecially  important  to  examine  tlio.se  au- 
proclaim.  with  sucli  rcthinu'  moilesly,  fhors  who  wrote ainiil  the  confused  noise 
their  emancipation  Irmn  the  thraldom  of  of  the  battle  ;  (and  few'  lia,ve  written  well 
human  opinions  and  croetls,  any  pre-om-  who  did  not  write  thus  ;)  to  ascei  tain,  af- 
inence  ol  intellectual  vivinmr,  or  any  val-  ter  tlie  smoke  ami  tumult  have  passetl  h* 
TiaUe  product  of  thought,  of  which  it  may  way,  how'  (hey  have  laid  their  foundations, 
be  sain,  “Behold  this  is  new.”  Nor  have  and  how,  if  well  laid,  they  may  be  redu-. 
we  been  able  b)  appichewd  by  w  !iat  evi-  ced  to  symmetry,  and  stiengfiiencd,  as 
dence  the  claim  of  emancipation  from  modcrnassaultssballdisclosedispropor- 
fhe  influence  of  human  authority  is  sup-  tions  or  unguanled  points.  Nor  should 
nQrt^d.  We  do  not  perceive  but  that  A-  we  feel  authorized,  as  students  in  theol- 


concurrent  testimony  ol  ages,  as  tliat 
we  should  dare  to  direct  llie  student  in 
divinity  to  commit  them  to  memory,  .as 
truths  to  be  received  without  exr.uiina- 
tion.  As  well  when  New  ton  died,  might 
all  investigation  of  the  laws  of  nature 


02;}’,  to  roMfint*  our  rcadin;^  to  au- 
»ii(*rs  fM-lusively,  wliowp  tujnions  arc  co- 
iju  v.ntli  our  own.  Much  loss  would 
v,o  loj^uid  tliootVorfi  r.f  pious  and  hsirn- 
*  d  nici*,  to  pAplaifi  iho  doctrines  of  the 
hthlc,  :ih  I’Oiifi'iiipi  ihlt'yt.r  unwurfhij  nf  nur 
perusaL  vVhlo  ami  pious  men  c.nnot 
»,tud y  llic  hihlc,  .os  on^rinal  invest i>;atoii, 
without  hpopufr  out  ot'  that  inexhausti- 
hie  treasury,  thin*:.:  both  new  and  old. — 
Itliiis  falton  totlio  lot  of  no  one  pliiloso- 
pher  to  iompleto  the  circ  le  of  the  scien¬ 
ces,  but  oat  h  ha'J  contributed  ids  |H)rtion 
of  lij;ht,as  talont'i  ar.d  circumstances  have 
tdvou!((l.  li»  tike  manner,  it  is  It'^lievod 
fiiat  all  eltrlstinn  students  c-t’tlie  bible 
in.ay  cast  into  tlic  treasury  ot  the  LoH 
some  valuable  oUeriogs  wliitli  shall  be 
employed,  and  point  out  some  defects 
whicli  shall  be  rectitlcd,  in  the  building  of 
1i»e  last  temple,  (higinal  investigation, 
commenced  at  the  beginning  of  life,  and 
continued  to  its  close,  is,  we  believe,  the 
only  means  of  maintaining  in  the  minis¬ 
try  that  intellectual  vigour,  and  sound¬ 
ness  of  faith,  which  are  alike  important 
io  the  tlefence  and  success  of  the  gospel, 
'rhe  commitment  to  memory  of  other 
ine'irs  arguments,  and  the  reading  ami 
receiving  up(»n  trust,  what  the  great  mas¬ 
ters  have  said,  may  produce  heads  learn- 
e‘flly  filled  with  other  men's  idcips  ;  luit 
original  investigation  obly,  the  actual 
tliiiikiiig  for  (uie*s  self  instead  of  boast- 
?»/"•  of  it,  will  produce  that  vigour  of  in¬ 
tellect,  which  enahlo^  the  student  to  melt 
the  mass  in  his  own  crucible,  and  stamp 
Ujion  it  the  image  and  superscription  of 
Lis  own  miml. 

Is  it  feared  th.at  a  spirit  of  innovation 
will  tread  hard  upon  the  foot-slcpa  of  o- 
riginal  investigation  ?  \V!iy  should  this 
l>e  appielieiided  ?  Is  not  the  bible  con¬ 
sistent  with  itself  ?  Is  it  not  plain  ;  and 
if  any  man  lack  wisdom,  and  ask  it  of 
l»od,  will  he  not  receive  it  ?  M’hy  then 
f  hould  the  proper  study  of  the  bilrU*  pro¬ 
duce  diversities  of  doctrines.?  It  is  the 
study  .a'  the  bible  at  second  hand,  or  the 
consulting  of  reason  and  inclination,  in- 
sft^ul  of  the  bible,  i^iich  multiplies  and 
A^tl^'jpetuate  conflicting  opinions,  until 
ibis  met  hhd  of  forming  opinions  is  super- 
sedeil  by  a  primary  application  to  the  tnie 
fountain  of  knowledge.  We  know  what 
effects  were  produced  by  the  secpiestra- 
tion  oC  tjic  bij)le,  and  the  substitution  of 


the  decisions  of  the  church  to  prevent 
schism  and  maintain  unitv  of  faith,  and 
wo  have  witnessed  when  tlie  hilde  retur- 
ihmU  (the  exited  sun  to  his  ow  n  heavens.) 
the  unparalleled  unit}’  of  faith  wliich  pre¬ 
vailed  in  the  protestant.  churclie«.  'J'he 
reason  is  obvious.  Kach  student,  from 
Lutlier  onwanl,  took  up  the  Inlde  as  the 
first  book.  Weary  with  explfiriiig  fa¬ 
thers,  and  the  decisions  of  councils,  each 
repairtMl  to  the  bible,  to  ascertain  what 
was  true,  and  all  understood,  and  prea¬ 
ched,  and  wrote  alike.  To  this  day. 
their  standards  of  doctrine  remain  amid 
the  ruins  of  apostacy,  memorials  to  the 
world  of  what  men  believed  when  the 
l>ihle  dictated  their  creed,  &,  of  what  they 
will  again  with  equal  harmony  believe, 
when  the  same  blessed  book  shall  be  ex¬ 
plored  and  obeyed  in  the  same  manner. 
Until  this  is  done,  eacli  denomination, 
guided  by  its  fevourite  authors,  will  read 
the  bible  without  adt^ance  or  approxima¬ 
tion.  But  in  proportion  as  the  bible  re¬ 
turns  toils  place  of  primary  influence, 
all  pious  students  will  find  themselves 
converging  to  the  sami;  points,  seeing 
eye  to  eye,  and  lifting  up  tlie  voice  to¬ 
gether.  (To  be  Concluded.) 

PRAYER  OF  FAITH. 

Flctracfof  a  lettn'  thit.  J\ew~Htnyen,Jiinc  20,  t  >l2r. 

'rhe  prayer  of  faith  lifts  been  a  subject 
much  thought  of,  and  often  discussed  at 
our  conferences  and  smaller  circles.— 
Although  there  may  lie  some  difleicnea 
of  opinion  among  Christians  on  this  sub¬ 
ject,  our  brethren  generally  believe,  that 
when  temporal  Idessings  arc  asked  for, 
such  as  health,  prosperity  in  Iwisiness, 
fruitful  seasons,  &,c.  the  petitions  should 
be  made  in  entire  subordination  to  the 
divine  will,  and  with  resignation  to  the 
allotments  of  his  provklence  ;  but  w'hen 
w’e  ask  for  an  eftiisum  of  his  Holy  Spirit, 
and  for  a  revival  of  religion  among  us, 
we  arc  to  come  boldly  to  the  throne  of 
grace,  with  .iU)re«ervation,with  no  hesita¬ 
tion,  fiu'  w'c  kn^w'  th»wiU  of  Go<l  on  this 
subject.  He  has  expressly,  said  and  with 
an  oath,  “  that  he  has  no  pleasure  in  the 
deathof  the  sinner,  but  would  rather  that 
he  should  turn  and  Vive He  has  sawl 
also,  “  that  he  is  ir.ore  willing  to  give  his 
Holy  Spirit  to  them  that  ask  him,  than 
parents  are  to  give  good  gifts  to  their 
cl^lflrcn.”  We  feel  therefore,  that  there 
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THANiKL  Hall,  late  pastor  of  the  for- 
^e^^ational  Church  in  J\ew-Gran- 
ville,  jyew~Vork,  who'  died  July  3\, 
1820,  aged  56. 

Kvaiigelical  truth  has  lost  one  more 
of  her  firm  and  able  supporters,  and  her 
cause  in  this  part  of  the  vineyard,  is  pro- 
portionably  tveakencd.  I^et  then,  her 
friends,  and  espiicially  her  ministers, 
come  up  to  her  lielp  against  the  might v. 
Hretheren,  we  live  in  a  day  ofalrmingin- 
novatioiis,  as  well  as  noble  and  cheering 
ellorts.  While  we  rejoice  an<l  pray,  and 
make  willing  sacrifices  to  meet  the  co¬ 
ming  king<lom — while  we  reach  out  the 
brotherly  hand  to  all  Christians,  and  de¬ 
light  to  see  them  associated  in  the  great 
vineyard — w  hilo  we  enjoy  the  animation 
of  the  popular  sermon,  and  love  to  feel  its 
stimulating  glow ,  let  us  never  forget,  that 
men  are  sanctified  through  God’s  truth, 
(John,  17, 17.)  Let  it  abide  with  weight 
on  the  minister’s  heart,  that,  if  gospel  in¬ 
struction  is  withheld,  religion  wdl  be¬ 
come  unBouml.  The  pleasantest  stream 
of  [lopular  elo([uence  will  but  wither  the 
church,  which  grows  not  under  the  rays 
of  evangelical  truth.  Hible  wisdom  has 
h.er  pillars.  'I'hese  must  form  the  weight 
and  the  stiiength  of  our  Zoin,  or  she  will 
always  be  moved,  or  modified  by  every 
wind  (»f  iloctrine.  “  How  shall  they  hear 
without  a  preacher?”  If  the  doctrines, 
which  di^tinguish  the  gospel  scheme  of 
grace,  are  not  explaineil  and  inculcated, 
what  is  to  preserve  a  distinct  character 
!  to  the  church  ?  What  is  to  bar  from  her 
embraces,  the  crafty  infnlel  or  the  pas¬ 
sionate  enthusiast  ?  Anil  are  there  not 
strong  temptations  to  neglect  this  prima¬ 
ry  work,  of  explaining  and  defending  the 
doctrines  of  grace  ?  Is  it  not  an  ardu¬ 
ous  work  ?  Is  it  not  regarded  as  narrow 
and  unpopular,  e9j>ecially  in  this  age  ot 
Christian  union,  when  all  arc  to  be  asso¬ 
ciated  in  the  great  work  of  evangeliz/mg 
the  world  ?  For  w  hat  Christian  does  not 
rejoice  in  the  successes  of  the  church,  and 
pray  for  a  millennium  of  union  and 
praise.  Now  can  we  not  discover  one 
point  iT danger  peculiar  to  the  age  ;  &  c- 
ven  resulting  I’rom  its  most  animating  e- 
vents  ?  Is  there  not  danger  tliat  the  an¬ 
imating  object  of  union,  will  lead  minis¬ 
ters  to  improper  sacrifices  or  neglects ; 
is  there  no  danger  that  they  will  ire  insen¬ 
sibly  led  todwxdl  on  the  predictions  and 
pioiuises,  rather  UifBi  the  piiucinlc*:j- of 


er^il  w  hich  iuive  come  to  my  knowleuge, 
where  the  blessing  has  been  given. — 
III  a  town,  twenty  miles  norfli  of  this, 
a  small  number  of  the  members  of  the 
cliuvch  awaked  a  few  weeks  since,  and 
agrccvl  to  meet  for  prayer  occasionally,^ 
make  an  individual,  who  was  an  inlluen- 
tiid  man  in  the  town,  and  opposed  to  vi¬ 
tal  pieiy,  th<‘  particular  subject  ol  prayer. 
They  met  acccrdingly,  anil  prayed  for 
this  man  from  lime  t(»  lime,  and  in  a  short 
period  he  became  a  subject  of  ilcep  con- 
V  inion,  and  is  now  rejoicing  in  hope  that 
he  lias  become  ac'nild  of  God.  Tliis  lit¬ 
tle  circle  of  believers  then  took  a  sec¬ 
ond  per>*ou,  and  prayed  for  liim,  and  lie 
too  became  a  convert,  and  both  are  now 
proiKiunded  for  admission  to  the  cfiurch. 
•A  tliird  person  was  then  selected  and 
prayed  for,  and  it  is  umlerstood  that  he 
js  becoming  uneasy  in  his  mind,and  isen- 
fiuiiing  what  he  shall  do.  Not,  only  has 
rni!  prayer  of  faith,  occasionly  ofiered, 
been  blessed,  but  likewise  the  jirayer  of 
frtilli  when  accompanied  w'ith/mportuwi- 
tif.  A  mechanic  of  my  acipiaintance, 
w  ho  is  a  man  of  ardent  piety,  sahl  to  his 
wife  some  time  last  w  inter,  there  arc  se¬ 
ven  in  our  family,  and  among  our  jour¬ 
neymen  and  apprentices,  who  are  still 
out  of^Christ,  \\  hy  should  they  not  be 
brought  into  the  kingdom.  Lrt;t  us  re¬ 
solve  that  we  will  lake  one  of  them,  and 
make  that  one  a  subject  of  prayer,  ex¬ 
hort  him  in  conversation  to  flee  from  the 
w  rath  to  come  ?  The  [dan  wasdetermin- 
fd  on.  They  carried  it  into  execution 
that  very  night.  They  sjient  almost  the 
wdioleof  the  first  night  in  prayer.  In  a 
few’  days  the  individual  for  whom  they 
prayed  became  ho[)efulIy  pious.  He 
tiien  united  his  prayers  and  eiTorts  with 
those  of  the  man  and  his  wife  for  the  sal¬ 
vation  of  a  second  member  oftlie  family; 
in  a  few  days  this  one  became  as  they  be¬ 
lieved,  an  heir  of  the  [iromises ;  then  the 
third,  and  fourth,  and  fifth,  and  sixth,  and 
one  only  now  remains  out  of  the  ark  of 
safety. — wV.  V,  Ch»JIerald, 

DOCTKINAiTpkK  ACHING. 

Kock-act  from  a  tMeifiotr  of  tjie  liev.  Na- 
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tMr  holy  reliii^ion — tiiattJioy  will  be  pa¬ 
thetic  rather  than  doctrinal — will  raove 
rather  than  teach  r  Rut,  a  system  of 
motion  without  licld,  would  make  bloomy 
worlds  ;  ami  render  even  the  s\in,  com¬ 
paratively  a  useless  body.  No  other 
ii^ht  without  jojospel  divinity,  will  loii" 
preserve  tlie  church.  We  greatly  rejoice 
that  the  literary  educati(»n  of  ministers  is 
increasing — that  the  rays  of  science  and 
Riblical  learning,  are  falling  more  liber¬ 
ally  on  the  sons  of  the  prophets.  A 
learned  ministry  is  very  important  to  the 
church.  Yet  it  must  not  be  forj'otten  that 
the  gospel  is  (rod's  whicn  science 
can  never  change  nor  prudence  withhold, 
without  eventually  changing  the  church. 
For  the  sword  of  the  Spirit  ie.  the  word 
of  God  :  and  if  any  be  taken  from  its  edge 
or  its  point,  the  Spirit  will  seldom  use 
it  as  a  saving  instrument.  Only  neglect, 
through  one  generation,  the  doctrines 
which  distinguish  the  dcheme  of  grace, 
and  the  church  now  branching  to  fdl  the 
earth,  will  become  the  “degenerate  plant 
of  a  strange  vine.*’  Wc  are  unw  dling 
to  believe  that  such  a  neglect  will  take 
place.  And  if  our  fears,  r»f  a  popular  ten¬ 
dency  that  way,  are  groundless,  they  are 
<A*rtainly  sincere.  But  is  not  the  subject 
of  sufficient  moment  to  induce  a  faith¬ 
ful  searcliof  the  scri>ptures,and  tlie  ld)»tu- 
ry  of  the  church. — Itoston  Ilceord!er. 

TAIii;L.\H  V  IFAvTiF  TliK  COI.lXtiKS, 
Taken  from  Official  Documents. 
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Harvard  T’nlvcrsiiy, 
Vale  College, 

Rrinceton  College, 
Dartmouth  (hdlege, 
Williams  C’ollcge, 
Middlebury  College, 
Cnion  Cotfege, 

Itrovvu  University, 
R(»wdoin  College, 

N.  Carolina  University, 
Hamilton  (College, 
Vprmout  University, 
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REVIVALS  IN  VERMONT. 
Ejctract  of  a  letter  from  Rev,  Dr.  Bates, 
to  a  gentleman  in  the  vicinity  of  Bos¬ 
ton. 

** Middlebury  College,  July  20,  1821. 
“  Dear  Sir — Knowing  the  interest 
you  feel  in  the  advancement  of  the  Re- 
tleciner’s  kingdom,  I  have  sat  down  this 
?norning,  to  give  you  a  brief  stAten^ent  of 
what  will  give  joy  and  gladness  to  your 
lieart.  Iinleed  it  there  is  joy  in  heaven 
when  one  sinner  repentedi,  w  ell  may  we 
rejoice  wlicn  souls  flock  unto  Jesus,  as 
iloves  to  their  windows.  It  is  now  a- 
bout  two  months  since  a  revival  of  reli-. 
gion  commenced  in  college.  It  proceed - 
eil  with  stillness,  but  great  solemnity. 
The  work  very  soon  spread  into  the  vil¬ 
lage,  through  the  town.  Nor  did  it  stop 
tiere ;  but  extendifd  to  tlic  tow  ns  in  the 
vicinity  ;  and  it  still  continues  to  spread 
in  every  direction.  Already  can  we 
reckon  fifteen  towns  within  tliirty  miles, 
in  which  it  may  be  said,  there  is  a  revi¬ 
val  of  religion.  In  some  of  them  the 
work  proceeds  with  majesty  and  pow  er, 
displaying  most  obviously  the  riches  of 
sovereign  grace,  /riiough  the  work  has 
so  recently  commenced ;  yet  no  less 
than  fifty  or  sixty  may  be  found  in  sev¬ 
eral  of  these  towns,  rejoicing  in  hope,  and 
furnishing  good  evidence  that  their  hope 
is  founded  on  the  Rock  of  Ages.  'I'lie 
effect  upon  College, has  been  exceedingly 
propitious.  About  two  thirds  of  ourstu- 
deiits  are  now  decidedly  pious  ;  and  sev¬ 
eral  others  are  unusually  thoughtful,  and 
some  deeply  impressed.” 

General  Literary  Concerns  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  of  the  Baptist  Dono  mi  nation 
in  the  United  States. 

Tile  College  Building  at  Washington, 
now  nearly  completed,  is  117  feet  long, 
and  47  feet  wide.  The  basement  st(»ry 
is  of  stone,  the  three  next  stories  of  brick, 
and  the  garret  is  divided  into  rooms  w  ith 
tloriuant  w  indtjKVs.  In  the  whole  are  GO 
fire-places,  and  58  rooms.  The  land  on 
which  it  is  situated,  cost  S7»000  and  the 
building  is  estimated  at  S30,000.  Two 
houses  are  also  going  up  for  the  Profes¬ 
sors.  An  act  of  incorporation  has  been 
procured  from  congress  for  the  college — 
and  a  similar  act  in  favor  of  the  general 
Baptist  convention  from  the  legislature 
'/f  Pennsylvania. 


There  will  be  two  distinct  depaH- 
ments  in  this  institution— 4iie  Theolo> 
gical  and  Classical.  The  Theological 
will  be  open  in  September  next — the 
Classical  in  January,  1822.  The  re- 
(juirements  for  admission  to  the  classical . 
department,  and  the  course  of  stmlyi 
are  not  to  fall  below  the  standard  of  in¬ 
stitutions  holding  a  distingaished  rank 
among  the  American  colleges.  'Fo  tiio 
theological  department,  students  are  to 
be  admitted  without  any  specified  litera¬ 
ry  attainments. 

Rev.  Dr.  Stauciiton  1ms  been  ap¬ 
pointed  President;  Rev.  Ira  Ciiask. 
and  Alva  Woods,  A.  M.  l>rol  essois. 

JEWS. 

An  opinion  is  very  prevalent  among 
the  Jews,  that  their  national  conversion 
is  not  far  distant.  Some  of  t^ie  most  in¬ 
telligent  among  them  say  that  the  next 
generation  of  the  Jew  s  w  ill  all  enter  the 
Christian  dliurch — others  who  yet  remain 
umler  the  influence  of  their  earliest  pre¬ 
judices,  confess  that  the  time  has  elapsed 
when  the  IVlessiah  should  have  appeareii. 
It  need  not  be  added  that  the  court rled 
Jew  s  consider  the  general  conversion  of 
tlicir  nation  as  near  at  baud. — Bust.  Jkc. 

A  i^ssion  lias  been  commenced  ameng 
the  (diickasaw  ln<lians,by  the  Presbyteri- 
aiiChurchcs  of  South  Carolina  &  Cieorgia. 
Its  opening  prospects  are  flattering. — ib 

i  Amount  of  donations  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Ihiard  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign 
Missions,  from  May  17,  to  July  17,  SlGr 
G4b  28,— and  in  various  articles  from 
Ohio,  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  SL* 
431  77. 

MODERATED  DESIRES. 

A  well  regulated  mind,  a  digniflcu  in¬ 
dependence  of  the  w’orhl,  and  a  w  ise  ])re- 
paratioiito  possess  one's  soul  in  pyriciicc, 
whatever  circumstances  may  exisl,  is  iii 
the  power  of  every  man  ;  and  is  greater 
wealth  tlian  tliat  of  both  Indies,  ik  greater 
honor  than  Ca*scr  c\cr  Dicight . 

TIIC  DECKNT  CIIUIS I  l  A.V. 

The  ilcrent  Cltristian  llircw  l»is  nij<sk 

And  smiled  to  see  the  puth  to  heaven  so  wide  , 

'To  Ohurch  the  halt' ot' each  fan-  !sunTS.y  went, 

I'he  rest  in  visits,  sleep,  and  dining  spent ; 

To  vice  and  error  nobly  liberal  grew; 

Spake  kindly  of  all  doctrines,  but  t!ie  imc  ; 

All  men, but  saints,  he  hopt^d  to  heaven  might  rise. 

Afld  tko’l  all  roads  but  virtue  rea^lied  the  skie^ 


